
By Staff Sgt. Kason Fark
2nd Bn, 12th Cav. Reg.

BAGHDAD-Staring down
at an empty lot, Spc. Craig
McBaine wondered how such a

tranquil neighborhood could be
the scene of so much carnage.
Nicknamed "IED Alley East,"
this 700-meter stretch of barren
earth has been the scene of
many attacks against coalition

and Iraqi security forces.  
On this day, the patch of

land, bordered on three sides by
once-beautiful three-story
houses, is occupied by up-
armored Humvees, Bradley

Fighting Vehicles and Abrams
Battle Tanks, all in support of
Operation Beastmaster.  

During Beastmaster,
troops from the 4th Battalion,
1st Brigade, 6th Iraqi Army
Division cleared three large
neighborhoods in the western
Baghdad suburb of Ghazaliya.
The sight of much sectarian
violence, Ghazaliya is the bat-
tle ground for Sunni insurgents
trying to push back the over-
whelming Shia population in
the northern and eastern areas
of Baghdad.  

"Alternate Supply Route
Sword," the U.S. military's
name for the largest road run-
ning through southern
Ghazaliya, is also the in-road
from Fallujah to Baghdad prop-
er.

Having just arrived weeks
ago, Soldiers of Company D,
2nd Battalion, 12th Cavalry
Regiment, attached to 2nd
Brigade Combat Team, 1st

By Amanda Kim Stairrett 
Killeen Daily Herald

FORT HOOD, Texas - As Sgt. Troy
Lewis Sr.'s family walked down a hall in
1st Cavalry Division headquarters Dec. 29,
a wooden door at the end swung open.

"There he is!" said Laura Clark,
Lewis' fiancee, as she gasped and covered
her mouth.

At the front of the room, the sergeant's
smiling face filled a large video screen.

Troy Jr., Lewis' 6-year-old son, spot-

ted his dad and the excitement began. For
the next 15 minutes, the room was filled
with ecstatic chatter from Laura; Troy Jr.;
Elizabeth Long, Troy Jr.'s mother; Erin
Clark, Laura's 4-year-old daughter;
Jonathan Reed, Laura's 6-year-old grand-
son; and Thomas Long, Elizabeth's hus-
band, a retired Army major.

Lewis deployed in October to Iraq
with the 2nd Battalion, 82nd Field Artillery
Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 1st
Cavalry Division; this was the first time he
was able to see his family, although they

have communicated by phone.
"This is the best thing I could get,"

Lewis said, with a wide grin.
Troy Jr., Elizabeth and Thomas trav-

eled to Fort Hood from their home in
Houma, La., to participate in the videotele-
conference. Laura, Erin and Jonathan live
in the area.

Troy Jr. thought that his dad was wait-
ing for him at Fort Hood and Elizabeth had
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Long  distance  conversation  with  children,  brings  tears,  smiles

Iraqis  team  up  with  Cav  in  western  Baghdad  

A Soldier from Company D, 2nd Battalion, 12th Cavalry Regiment, attached to 2nd
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division, communicates with his squad leader
while pulling security during Operation Beastmaster.

(Photo by Air Force Master Sgt. Michael Buytas)
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Making  a  Difference  on  Freedom's  Frontier
By Maj. Gen. Joseph F.
Fil, Jr., CG, MND-B

Only a few months
removed from our stateside
homes, the ringing in of the
New Year makes me reflect on
the freedoms we enjoy as
Americans and the hope we
carry to the Iraqi people.  

We all take our freedoms
for granted, until we leave the
comfort of our homes and see
the simple truth, here in Iraq,
that freedom isn't free.    

Sacrifice and selfless serv-
ice got us to this point.  For the
1st Cavalry Division, 2006 saw
the division complete it's trans-
formation into a new modular
model, where brigade combat
teams can take on battle space
independent of their division
headquarters, if need be.  We
also saw our aviators complete
a humanitarian mission in
Pakistan, assisting tens of thou-
sands of people devastated by
an earthquake, even as they
prepared themselves for the

mission here in the Iraqi capi-
tal.  

Our formations trained
hard to bring us to this point.
We certified that preparation
with rotations to training cen-
ters at Fort Irwin, Calif., and
Fort Polk, La.  We spent count-
less hours on the ranges,
MOUT sites and training area
at Fort Hood and Fort Bliss,
Texas. 

We all said good-bye to
loved ones, tearful farewells
frozen in time until we return to
tears of joy at our return.  

In the short time since
we've been here we completed
a seamless transition of author-
ity, worked tirelessly to assist
the good people of Iraq, we've
fought a ruthless enemy, and
witnessed the first transition of
provincial control to the citi-
zens of Najaf.  

We look forward to
provincial control of Babil,
Karbala, and Baghdad going to
the Iraqis.  We will continue to
train and work closely with the

Iraqi security forces throughout
our area of operation, setting
the security conditions to allow
the Iraqi people to realize their-
full potential.

2007 will be a year of tran-
sition, as Iraqi security forces
take the lead in securing the
peace and prosperity of their
nation.  We will assist in setting
the conditions for the govern-
ment of Iraq to operate free
from terror.  

We will take a stand
against the sectarian violence
and deny terrorists, thugs and

radicals safe haven in our areas,
capturing and killing them
when necessary. 

I applaud your service, and
I mourn the sacrifice we've
already laid on the altar of free-
dom.  The cost is steep, yet we
all know this is a fight for free-
dom.  

We've seen tremendous
support from our families and
friends on the home front dur-
ing the holiday season.
Whether it was baked goods or
a simple holiday greeting card
to a lonely, young trooper, the
outpouring of support for our
Soldiers from the American
people was amazing.  

You deserve it.  You, the
Soldiers of the Multi-National
Division - Baghdad, are per-
forming magnificently.  This
New Year will call on your con-
tinued courage, vigilance and
dedication to duty.  

I know that you are all up
to the job ahead.  We are the
right team at the right time. 

First Team!

Maj. Gen. Joseph F. Fil, Jr.
CG, MND-B

(Photo by Staff Sgt. Mary Rose)



to explain the videoteleconfer-
ence to him.

Topics during the video
meeting ranged from gummy
eyeballs to Christmas to bowl-
ing. It was a flurry of noise and
action while the three children
shouted into a microphone and
Lewis, who appeared just as
excited, answered their ques-
tions.

The videoteleconference
was special for the sergeant,
who only found out about it the
night before.

"I'm so glad that you guys

did this," he said later. "This is
a surprise."

Lewis let the kids know
that he has just received two
packages from the family. One
of those contained a Web cam-
era so they wouldn't have to go
to First Team headquarters
every time they wanted to see
Lewis.

Fort Hood families have
corresponded with their
Soldiers by videoteleconfer-
ences for several years, and
several families were at the
headquarters building Friday
afternoon.

For Christmas, Troy Jr.
sent his dad a stocking full of

interesting candy: gummy
worms, eyeballs and bugs.

"Aw, that was good,"
Lewis said, laughing, when
Elizabeth and the kids asked if
he received them.

Elizabeth said before the
videoteleconference that Lewis
had a dry sense of humor and
had offered some of the gummy
eyeballs to a few reluctant
Iraqis.

When time began to run
out, it fueled another round of
quick-fire questions and last
shouts of "I love yous" and "I
miss yous."

At nearly the last minute,
Troy Jr. remembered what he

was wearing.
"Daddy, I'm in my uni-

form!" he shouted.
"Oh, let me see," his father

asked.
The camouflaged boy got

shy and didn't want to stand up,
so Thomas shouted, "He looks
just like you, Troy!"

When it was time to end
the conversation, the sergeant
reluctantly left the microphone,
but came back several times for
more words for his family.

"God bless you. Thank you
so much, everybody," he said.

"I'll call you," he promised
his fiancee, whom he will
marry during mid-tour leave in
March.

Tears streamed down
Laura's face as she walked back
down the hallway leading away
from the giant video screen.

"This meant a lot to him,"
Elizabeth said.

The two women discussed
the sergeant as they stood in the
lobby of the headquarters
building, chatting about how
healthy he looked.

This was the first time
everyone - former wife, future
wife, children and stepchildren
- were together.

That made his day,
Elizabeth said, and when it
makes his day, it makes other
Soldiers' days.

Knowing that the family
gets along and provides support
to each other makes it easier for
Lewis during this deployment,
Laura said. She has received
most of her information about
Lewis from him and Elizabeth.
Laura hopes to get on the
Family Readiness Group's noti-
fication list soon, but until then,
relies on Elizabeth for informa-
tion and support.
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Tears mixed with joy at Fort Hood as the family of Sgt. Troy Lewis said their good-
byes during a video teleconference with the 1st Cav. Div. Soldier, Dec. 29. Lewis is
currently deployed in Iraq, and the teleconference allowed his ex-wife, Elizabeth
Long, left, his son, Troy Jr., bottom right, and his fiance, Laura Clark, right, and her
grandson, Jonathan Reed, to see the Soldier for the first time since he deployed.

Photo by Steve Traynor, Killeen Daily Herald



Infantry Division, have set
upon the goal of taking over the
security of Ghazaliya from the
Soldiers of 1st Battalion, 23rd
Infantry Regiment, 2nd
Infantry Division.  

"It's been pretty crazy

already," McBaine said.  The
Florida native's patrol would
later be hit multiple times by
small arms fire, a rocket-pro-
pelled grenade and a roadside
bomb.    

Based out of Fort Bliss,
Texas, 2-12 Cavalry is part of
the 1st Cavalry Division's
newest brigade - the 4th "Long
Knife" Brigade Combat Team.

While the unit may be new to
El Paso, Texas, it is no stranger
to combat.  

2-12 Cavalry was de-acti-
vated shortly after its return
from Operation Iraqi Freedom
II in March 2005.  

The unit has also earned
streamers in other conflicts
such as WWII, Vietnam, and
Desert Storm. 

The unit was the first U.S.
unit in Leyte and Japan.  The
unit re-activated at Fort Bliss
18 months after returning from
Iraq.  

Participation in operations,

such as Beastmaster, with the
Iraqi Army is  the key to hand-
ing Iraq back over to its people.
The Iraqi soldiers involved
were being observed by coali-
tion forces to gauge their abili-
ty to perform urban warfare
tasks.  

Overall, Op Beastmaster
was a huge success.  In the
course of three days of house to
house searches, the Iraqi Army
troops uncovered seven
weapons caches, numerous
roadside bomb-making materi-
als and captured a high-value
target. 
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Staff Sgt. Javier Marroquin, Company D, 2nd Battalion,
12th Cavalry Regiment, attached to 2nd Brigade Combat
Team, 1st Infantry Division, maintains communications
with his platoon leader while Iraqi soldiers search a
small store in the Baghdad neighborhood of Ghazaliya.

(Photo by Air Force Master Sgt. Michael Buytas)



Money Jan. 1, 2007Page 5

Fiesta Bowl

11:00p.m.10:30p.m.10:00p.m.9:30p.m.9:00p.m.8:30p.m.8:00p.m.

CBS Evening
News

The Newshour With Jim Lehrer

ESPNews Sports Center College Football Final Sports Center

ESPNews Prime News Tonight NBC Nightly
News

ABC World
News

Seasme Street

Special Report With Brit Hume Your World With Neil Cavuto World News
Now


